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As we move into winter and a time when we generally spend more time indoors, 
we at the Great Plains Nature Center would like to challenge you to venture out-
side and participate in one of the 31 activities that we have put together for you to 
enjoy and learn more about nature and get outside to soak up some much needed 
sunlight. 

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, we spend 90% of our time in-
doors, so we’re not getting nearly enough exposure to sunlight.  Your vitamin D pro-
duction gets boosted when you are outside in the sun.  Harvard Health reports that 
it may be an essential element to fighting everything from heart attacks to cancer 
and depression. A study published in JAMA found that two-thirds of U.S. teens and 
adults are deficient in in vitamin D.  

The 31 activities that we have put together for you are ideas that we think you will 
have fun doing together with your family and friends.  At the end of the booklet, 
we have posted a calendar so that you can  keep track of all of the wonderful out-
door activities that you have participated in this holiday season.  There are some 
activities that we did not add into this group as we know that you already have an 
idea of how to go outside and do things like building a snowman and making snow 
angels.  These are just items outside the everyday things that you might not think 
about. 

We hope you will share with us your outside adventures by posting pictures to the 
Great Plains Nature Center Facebook page.  Enjoy your time outdoors this holiday 
season! 



Activity 1 
Winter Scavenger Hunt 

Go on a winter hike/walk and look for the following items.  Some of these 
items you might want to bring them home with you because you may 
want to use them in future activities. 

 

 Pine cones 

 Cedar boughs 

 Listen and try to identify 3 different types of birds 

 If it is snowing, try to catch and look at different snowflakes 

 Look for different places that animals might hibernate. 

 Colorful berries 

 Acorn from an oak tree 

 Nut from a pecan or black walnut tree 

 A feather 

 An icicle (if it is cold enough and if we have had any moisture) 

 Make a cast of an animal track and bring it home. (You will need 
plaster of Paris, a bowl or dish, and water to mix in it.  When mixed to 
a pancake like consistency, pour the mixture into the track and wait 
for it to dry.) 

 Can you find two different types of waterfowl?  (Waterfowl are ducks, 
geese and swans). 

 Branch from a pine tree 



Activity 2 
Listen and Feel 

Best age range: all ages 

 
Location: anywhere, but a natural area such as backyard or 
park is the best 

 
Special materials: none 

 
What to do: Find a comfortable and safe place to sit. Close 
your eyes for one minute (30 seconds for younger children). 
Listen to all the sounds you can hear. What are they? From 
which direction did they come? Who might have made them?  

 

Next, close your eyes again; this time focus on the sunlight 
and air touching your face or arms. Talk about what you can 
notice about the world through the sense of touch. Where is 
the sun? From what direction is the breeze blowing? Does the 
air feel warm and gentle or sharp and cold?  



Activity 3 
Rainy/Snowy Days 

Best age range: all ages 

 
Location: anywhere, but a natural area such as backyard or 
park is the best 

 
Special materials: raingear and/or coats 

 
What to do:  

 Go outside on a day when it is raining or snowing.   

 Dress to stay comfortable but keep your hands free— no um-
brellas today!  

 Peek into puddles; listen for bird and frog calls.   

 If it is snowing look to see if the snow is blowing, is it making 
snow drifts, is it good for making a snowball?   

 Discover how many kinds of raindrops or snowflakes you can 
see.  

 Find a plant with rain dripping from the tips of its leaves or 
snow piling up on its leaves.  

 Try to find out where animals go when it is raining/snowing. 



Activity 4 
Nature Bracelet 

Best age range: 3 and up 

 
Location: backyard or where the collection of small non-living 
objects is permitted 

 
 
Special materials: masking tape (2”-wide tape is preferred) 

 
What to do:  

 

 Remove a length of tape that will wrap around your or 
your child’s wrist.  

 Wrap the tape around your wrist with the sticky side up 
(facing away from your skin).  

 As you walk around the yard or park, pick up small things 
and see if they stick to your bracelet—flower petals, small 
fallen leaves, sand and seeds work well.  

 Save bracelets from previous walks and compare them 
through the seasons. 



Activity 5 
Shadow Watch 

Best age range: 3 and up 

 
Location: anywhere, but a natural area such as backyard or 
park is the best 

 
Special materials: any small object, a sheet of paper, and two 
different color pens/markers 

 
What to do:  

 

 Put the piece of paper in a sunny place on the ground.  

 Place the object in the center of the paper.  

 Draw an outline around the object’s shadow with one of the 
colored pens.  

 Leave the paper and object and go do something else for a lit-
tle while.  

 Return to the paper and draw a new outline around the shad-
ow with the other colored pen.  

 What do you notice?  

 Wait a while again, return and draw another outline around 
the shadow, what do you notice now?  

 Speculate on what happened. 



Activity 6 
A Nature Walk for Imaginary Ants 

Best age range: 3 and up 

 
Location: anywhere, but a natural area such as backyard or 
park is the best 

 
Special materials: six short sticks or toothpicks 

 
What to do:  

 

 Select a small area on the ground, about a yard square.  

 

 With your child, pretend to shrink down to the size of ants. 
Give your child six short sticks or toothpicks and ask him or 
her to lead an ant-sized nature walk, using the toothpicks 



Activity 7 
Shapes, Colors and Textures, Oh my! 

Best age range:  all ages, but ideal for 3-year-olds to second 
graders 

 
Location:  anywhere, but a natural area such as backyard or 
park is the best 

 
Special materials:  paint chips, wallpaper samples, or pieces 
of color paper cut in various shapes (You can also use the col-
ors and textures in the clothes you and your child are wear-
ing.) 

 
What to do:  

 

 Challenge kids to walk outside and find colors or shapes or 
textures in nature that match their paint chips or other se-
lected color/shape choices.  

 They can record their findings in a journal with words or 
pictures.  

 A digital camera can also be used to document the find-
ings. You can be the recorder for younger chil-
dren. 



Activity 8 
Meeting Trees and Family Trees 

Best age range: all ages 

 
Location: any area with trees 
 
Special materials: something to use as a blindfold (bandana); 
camera, crayons or colored pencils, scrap paper for writing (optional) 

 
What to do: Blindfold your child and gently lead them to a tree. Stand 
with them while encouraging them to get to know the tree through 
touch and smell. Encourage them to feel the bark, find branches, smell 
the bark and estimate how big around the tree is by hugging the trunk. 
While your child is still blindfolded, lead your child back to where you 
started. Now take off the blindfold and have them try to find their tree. 
When they find their tree, ask them what senses helped them to locate 
their tree? What things made that tree unique? Have them blindfold 
you and lead you to a tree. 

 
Other activities: Take a walk in your yard or around a favorite park 
that you can visit often throughout the year. Have each member of the 
family pick a tree. Visit your trees often. This is a good way to remember 
a family member when they are gone whether they are just traveling or 
have died. You can plant a special tree to celebrate important family 
occasions, a birth, death or marriage. Have children make records of 
their family trees. You and your family can record the diameter of your 
tree’s trunk, determine the reach of the its branches, make bark rub-
bings using crayons and paper, record what animals use the tree, smell 
its flowers and plant its seeds. Children can take pictures of the tree in its 
first snow or after a big wind storm. The possibilities are endless! If the 
tree dies, you can save some leaves or cut sections of the branches or 
trunk as remembrances. Enjoy the cycle!  



Activity 9 

  Moon/Christmas Lights Walk 

Best age range: all ages 

 
Location: any 

 
Special materials: Full Moon  (November 30 and December 29, 2020) 
neighborhoods that have decorated for the holiday season, lanterns if 
not a full moon. 

 
What to do: 

 

  Start a new family tradition; take a walk when the moon is full.  

 Relax in the evening under a wash of moon light.  

 Record the sounds, smells and feel of the night.   

 List the houses that have holiday decorations and those that don’t.  
Have the family vote on which decorations are favorites.  

 If you are walking on a night that is not a full moon, take a lantern 
with you.  

 Venture out early in December and later in December and notice if 
there have been any changes.   

 Also, notice if the weather has changed—is it colder, warmer or the 
same.  



Activity 10 

  Sounds of the night 
Best age range: all ages 

 
Location: backyard or nearby park, away from as many human 
noises as possible. 

 
Special materials: blanket, tape recorder (optional) 

 
What to do:  

 

 Every season brings new night sounds—owls in the 
winter, frogs in the spring, tree crickets in the summer and 
grasshoppers in the fall.  

 Find a quiet outdoor space and visit it at nightfall.  

 Sit on a blanket and listen for a few minutes.  

 How many different sounds did you hear?  

 Compare the sounds with what you hear during the day or 
during your last visit.  

 Record the sounds. 



Activity 11 
Ice art 

Best age range:  all ages  

 
Location:  Back or front yard or shared space that allows 
people to make snow/ice structures. 

 
Special materials:  Ice cube trays, muffin tins, old plastic con-
tainers or silicone candy molds. 

 
What to do:   

 

 Use ice cube trays, muffin tins, old plastic containers, or silicone 
candy molds to freeze water dyed with food coloring into different 
shapes.  

 After freezing, unmold the ice and take the shapes outside.  

 Create snow or ice sculptures from the various colored shapes. 



Activity 12 
Colored Ice Treasure Hunt 

Best age range:  All ages 

 
Location:  Back yard/front yard or park area. 

 
Special materials:  Food coloring, ice cube trays/ silicone candy 
molds, old plastic containers. 

 
What to do:   

 

 Color water using food coloring and water.   

 Pour colored water into  ice cube trays, silicone candy molds, 
muffin tins, or old plastic containers and freeze (if it is cold 
enough outside—less than 30 degrees Fahrenheit) you can 
leave the containers outside to freeze.   

 Unload the ice from the containers.   

 Have Mom or one of the older kids take the colored ice out-
side and hide them outside for a wonderful treasure hunt. 



Activity 13 
Bird  Calls and Attracting Birds 

Best age range:  3 and up  

  
Location:  outside  
 
Special materials:  none required; (binoculars and  a bird field guide can 
be helpful if you want to know what birds you are seeing):  a hollowed 
out orange and bird seed help to encourage birds to congregate in your 
yard. 

 
What to do:  

In an area where you’re likely to see or hear birds, try this bird call to 
see how many and what types of birds you can attract. Wait quietly un-
til you hear birds nearby. Kneel or stand still near some shrubs or trees. 
They will partially hide you and give the birds somewhere to land. The 
call is a series of repeated “psssh” sounds. Try different rhythms to see 
what works with different birds. Here are a few to start: 

pssh…… pssh…… pssh 
pssh…… pssh…… pssh-pssh……  
pssh…… pssh 

Each series should be about three seconds. Pause after three or four 
rounds to listen for incoming birds. Small birds will respond right away 
or not at all. 

 

To encourage more birds, hang a bird feeder in the area 
where you want to watch and see what birds are around.  Hollow out an 
orange, create 3 holes an equal distance apart in the orange.  Use three 
strands of yarn tied  to  the orange to create a hanger.   Fill with bird 
seed and hang from  a tree branch.   

  



Activity 14 
Snow or Mud Cookies 

Best age range:  all ages 

 
Location:  Back/front yard or park space  

 
Special materials:  cookie cutters 

 
What to do:    

 

If there is snow  or mud outside, take your cookie cutters 
outside and make snow or mud cookies.  You may want 
to put snow on a cookie sheet so you can place your snow 
cookies in a good area for viewing.  You can also deco-
rate your snow cookies with berries, nuts, and other 
things from your yard and various travels. 

 

If you are using mud, you may have to let the mud dry 
for a couple of hours so that your mud cookies hold their 
shape. 



Activity 15 
Paint Snow Graffiti 

Best age range:  all ages 

 
Location:  outside 

 
Special materials:  3 or more clear Squirt bottles and food color 

 
What to do:    

 

 Fill  spray bottles 3/4 full of water.   

 Add 5 drops of food coloring to each bottle.   

 Send the children outside with the squirt bottles and their cre-
ativity use the snow as their canvas and create masterpieces.  

 Make sure to take your camera outside to document these 
masterpieces. 



Activity 16 
Build a Nest Challenge 

Best age range:  All ages can help but best for Grades 2+ 

 
Location:  Backyard 

 
Special materials:  Sticks, feathers, grass, 
leaves, etc. 

 
What to do:    

 

 Building a nest is a super fun STEM challenge for kids that 
gets them thinking creatively and applying imagination 
to science! Making a nest is a great activity for any age.  

 Start by going on a nature walk and collecting items that 
a bird might like to use to build a nest. Twigs, feathers, 
leaves, dried grass, pine needles and evergreen branches 
are all great building materials.  

 Use the dried grass and twigs to make a circular shape. 
Weave in some feathers and leaves so that there’s a com-
fortable, padded space for the birds and their eggs.  

 You’ll be surprised how much you learn about the intrica-
cies of nests and how hard it must be for birds to make 
without hands! 



 Activity 17 
Colored Icicles 

Best age range:  Any age but probably better for Grades 2+ 

 
Location:  Outside, on a fence or near your house away from 
the front or back door. 

 

Recommended Outside Temperature:  When the temperature 
is below 30 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 
Special materials:  Yarn, small water bottles, food coloring  

 
What to do: 

 

 If you’re looking for a really cool outdoor STEM activity to 
do in the winter, try making colored icicles!  

 There are a few different ways to do this, but we love the 
idea of attaching yarn to small water bottles filled with 
different colored water and letting it drip down the yarn 
to create mixed color masterpieces.  

 You can hang the water bottles from your house, on a 
fence or even off a ladder.  Try it yourself with your own 
spin! 



Activity 18 
New Years Eve Ball drop 

Best age range:  Any   

 
Location:  Back yard, neighbors/friends yard or park 

 
Special materials:  Sunset 

 
What to do:  

 Celebrate the end of the year with your kids by watch-
ing nature’s very own ball drop – the sunset.  

 Gather with friends and family on the last day of the 
year and watch the sunset together.  

 Share stories of the highlights of the year and feel free to 
share goals or make predictions for what the new year 
will bring.  

 The sunset usually happens early enough for kids of any 
age to enjoy it without throwing off bedtime. It’s a love-
ly way to end the year outside and in nature. 

 

For more fun add Activity 19 and make an evening of it! 



Activity 19 
Winter evening campfire 

Best age range:  Any   

 
Location:  Back yard, or neighbor’s/friend’s yard  

 
Special materials:  Wood, matches, and dried grass or paper 
for building a campfire, graham crackers, marshmallows, 
chocolate bars, roasting sticks for your marshmallows, hot 
chocolate or other hot beverage. 

 
What to do:  

 Build a campfire. Start with the dried grass or paper on 
the bottom.  Place small sticks in a pyramid shape above 
the dried grass/paper.  Light the dried grass/paper with a 
match.  As the small sticks catch fire, place larger sticks 
on the fire, as the larger sticks catch fire, larger pieces of 
wood can be added to the fire until you have a great 
campfire.  You may need a lot of dried grass and small 
sticks to get your fire going.  

 Bring out hot chocolate to keep warm and roast marsh-
mallows to make s’mores like the good ol’ summer cot-
tage days. 

 

Combine this activity with Activity 18 and make a great 
night out of New Years eve. 



Activity 20 

Snowball Relay 
Best age range:  Any   

 
Location:  Back yard, or neighbors/friends yard  

 
Special materials:  This activity needs at least 10 kids to 
participate.  You will also need 4 buckets or devices that hold snowballs.   
Instead of snowballs, you can also use styrofoam balls or plastic balls. 

 

What to do:  

 

 Make snowballs!  (If no snow, get out your plastic or styrofoam balls or 
ice cubes.) 

 Divide the children into two or three teams, depending on the number 
of kids. 

 Ask the kids to stand in a line, with a gap of at least five feet among 
them. 

 Put one bucket with snowballs at one end of the line and an empty 
bucket on the other. 

 On ‘Go’, the kid standing at the end of the line picks a snowball and 
passes it to the next one. And that kid gives the snowball, without 
breaking it, to the next kid and so on. 

 The team that gets most snowballs to the other end without breaking 
them wins! 

 If there is no snow, try doing this activity with ice cubes or Styrofoam or 
plastic balls. 



Activity 21 

Snow painting 
Best age range:  Any   

 
Location:  Back yard, or neighbor’s/friend’s yard  

 
Special materials:  Eco friendly washable paints, paint brush-
es, molds—these can be your beach toys and let your kids 
make snow castles and moats.  

 

What to do:  

 

One of the most beautiful things about snowy winters is the 
whiteness of the snow! As peaceful as it can be, lack of color 
can be depressing, too. So, how about adding some color to 
your immediate surroundings? 

 Pick a patch of a snow-filled area that you want to paint. 
Take some snow on a plastic sheet or large tray to prevent 
the paint from spilling. 

 Use the molds to make shapes out of the snow. 

 Mix the colors and ask the children to paint the molds in 
any color they want. 

 You could also pick specific snow-filled patches here and 
there, around the house to make the area look nicer. 



Activity 22 

Bowling with Ice Balloons 
Best age range:  Any   

 
Location:  Back yard, or neighbors/friends yard  

 
Special materials:  Balloons, water with food coloring in it, 9 
good sized pinecones for bowling pins for small balloons or   
nine 2 liter bottles with the bottom filed with sand for pins for 
larger balloons. 

 

What to do:  

 

 Fill balloons with water add some food coloring and leave 
them out in the cold.  

 Pop the balloons once they are frozen solid to expose colored 
ice balls.  (Please remember to place the expended balloons 
in the trash can so that wildlife doesn’t think it is a treat and 
try to eat it.)  

 Set up your outside bowling alley with 9 pins (either pine 
cones for small balloons or 2 liter bottles  for larger balloons) 
in a pyramid shape.  If you want to get fancy, put down ply-
wood for your lane but using the frozen ground or concrete 
driveway will work just as well.  Use the  frozen balloons as a 
ball for your game of winter lawn bowling.  

https://amzn.to/3gqPq05


Activity 23 

Snow Cones and Snow Ice Cream 
Best age range:  Any   

 
Location:  Back yard or any area where you can gather clean 
snow 

 
Special materials:  Clean snow, favorite flavor-
ings, Koolaide 

 

What to do:  

 Collect fresh clean snow. 

 Add your favorite flavorings. Make some Koolaid and pour it 
over some fresh clean snow to make your own DIY Snow cones. 

 Snow Ice Cream recipe:  

 One 14oz can of sweetened condensed milk                                                                   
 1 teaspoon of pure vanilla extract                                                                                           
 8—10 cups of clean fresh snow. 

 In a small bowl stir together sweetened condensed milk and the 
vanilla extract.  Have 8 cups of snow ready in a large bowl.  
Pour in the milk mixture over the snow and stir to combine the 
ingredients.  If you want a stiffer ice cream, add more snow.  
Spoon into serving dishes and top with sprinkles if desire.  This 
should make 8 servings. 



Activity 24 

Winter temperature/
precipitation chart 

Best age range:  Any   

 
Location:  Back yard,  or area  where you can measure snow-
fall and rainfall 

 
Special materials:  Outside thermometer, ruler, 
rain gauge  

 

What to do:  

 

 Go outside in the morning and evening to check the out-
side thermometer.  Record the morning temperature and  
the evening temperature.  Make your own chart for re-
cording these temperatures. 

 If it has rained, check the rain gage, and record the rain-
fall amount.  (Dump the rainwater out of the rain gage. 

 If it has snowed, take your ruler outside  and measure the 
snowfall.  Record this amount.   



Activity 25 
Plogging 

Best age range:  Any age can participate, but best for 
those 8 + 

 
Location:  Parks and nearby neighborhoods 

 
Special materials:  Sack to put trash that is picked up in. 

 
What to do:  

 

A Swedish fitness craze, plogging is now catching on all 
over the world. “Plogging” is a combination of two 
words, “plocka,” which means “to pick,” and “jogging.” 
Plogging is part workout and part social responsibility.   

So,  when you are out getting some exercise by jogging, 
take a trash bag with you and pick up trash as you  
journey around  the park or neighborhood of your 
choice. 



Activity 26 
The Drummer 

Best age range:  Any age can participate, 

 
Location: Yards or Parks  

 
Special materials: Pot, bowl or bucket, stick or wooden spoon, blindfolds 

 
What to do:  

Space participants apart from one another and blindfold them.  Explain 
this game as a solo experience that requires silence and listening.  Put 
everyone at ease by assuring them that you will be watching to make 
sure everyone stays safe and doesn’t fall off of a cliff or into an under-
ground cave full of starving grizzly bears.   

After everyone is placed and blindfolded, sit down with something loud 
and resonant to drum on—an old pot or bowl works well for this. 

Have the participants stand silently until they hear the first drum beat.  
They, they will navigate their way across the landscape towards the 
sound of the drum, until they touch the drummer.  Remind the partici-
pants that this is not a race. 

The drummer beats infrequently, but often enough to inspire movement 
from the participants.  Make a drumbeat every five or ten seconds.  Be 
sure your spot will project the sound. 

Before beginning, instruct the participants  after they touch the drum-
mer, they will move silently away and sit and watch others arrive or to 
avoid sniggering at the funny site of their peers struggling to walk blind-
folded, ask them to sit and be quiet, keeping their blindfolds on until 
everyone finishes. 



Activity 27 
Nature Filled Ice Ornaments 

 
Best age range:  Any age can participate 

 
Location:  Yard, Park or Natural Area 

 
Special materials:  natural treasures, aluminum pie plate, cake pan or 
plastic food storage containers, water, kitchen twine, yarn, ribbon, 
drill, freezer space or freezing temperatures. 

 
What to do:  

 While on a nature walk, have your little ones hunt for some inter-
esting nature treasures.  Things like leaves, berries, grasses, pine 
needles, twigs, seeds, etc. 

 Place these nature treasures in the bottom of your freezing vessel.  
Put water over everything and leave this  outside overnight or pop 
it into the freezer if it is not cold enough. 

 Once the disk is frozen, pry your ice ornament out of the container.  
Use your drill to make a hanging hole (not too close to the edge) 
and hang your ice sun catcher in a spot where you can enjoy it spar-
kling in the sun. 

Notes: 

You can freeze the hanging string into the disks, however it will melt  
out quickly. 

If you hang them in the shade, they last longer, but they won’t actual-
ly be sun catchers.  If you add berries, seeds and fruit, the birds will 
enjoy these also.  



Activity 28 
Outdoor Sculpture  

Best age range:  3 and up, especially middle 
and high school students. 

 
Location:  backyard, or park where moving sticks and mak-
ing small shelters is permitted. 

 
Special materials:  natural loose parts such as branches and 
sticks, Rivers and Tides DVD about sculptor Andy 
Goldsworthy. 
 

What to do: If possible, watch River and Tides, a video about 
sculptor Andy Goldsworthy. Andy creates works in nature 
with things he finds and without using tools. The pieces are 
magical, captivating, poetic and ephemeral. They are docu-
mented through film and photography. The work he creates 
is unbelievably creative and sensitive to the environment in 
which he’s working.  

 

After watching the film, you and your child can go outside 
and creature your own sculptures. No live material should be 
damaged during the process. You can use rocks, twigs, grass, 
etc.  Take a picture of your sculpture. Visit over time to see 
how the seasons change your art. 



Activity 29 
Fibonacci Numbers  and 

the Golden Ratio 
Best age range:  All can participate but best for middle and high 
school students. 

 
Location:  backyard, or park  

 
Special materials:  pine cones, acrylic paint (several different col-
ors), paint brushes paper plate or something to put paint on 
while you paint your pine cone. 

 

Background Information:  Fibonacci numbers are numbers that 
each number is the sum of the previous two.—
1,1,2,3,5,8,13,21,34,55,89,144 and so on to infinity.  The ratio be-
tween the numbers (1.618034) is frequently called the golden ra-
tio or golden number.   Fibonacci numbers appear in nature of-
ten enough to prove that they reflect some naturally occurring 
patterns.   One of the patterns they make are spirals.  Spirals in 
nature occur in many forms.  They are either a flat curve or a 3D 
spiral like a Helix. 

 

In pine cones, depending upon the way you count the spirals, a 
pine cone can have either 5, 8, 0r 13 spirals See below:                         

      

 



Activity 29 
Fibonacci Numbers and the  

Golden Ratio 

Activity: 

 

 Go for a walk and pick up a couple of different pine cones. 

 Bring the pine cones back to your house to paint. 

 Get at least 3 different colors of craft paint and paint brushes 
out. 

 Starting at the bottom of your pine cone, see if you can paint 
the spirals of your pine cone.  You can also do this with a pine-
apple, certain flowers, shells, etc. 

 After you have painted your pine cone,  count the number of 
spirals on your pine cone.  Does it have 5, 8, or 13?  Try looking 
at the spirals going in the other direction.  If you started from 
right to left, now go from left to right.  Did the number 
change? 

 Now that you have looked at spirals in a pine cone, go back 
out for a walk and see if you can spot other spirals.  Some ani-
mals have spirals, the sky also has spiral galaxies, etc.  See 
how  many different spirals you can spot as you venture out 
on your next walk in nature. 



Activity 30 
Outside Tic Tac Toe 

Best age range:  All can participate but best for elementary  
aged students. 

 
Location: yard, park, or driveway  

 
Special materials:   Sticks, rocks, pine cones, 2 spray 
bottles, food coloring , snow 

 

What to do: 

Playing tic-tac-toe outside in the winter is so much fun for kids. 
There are a variety of ways you can set up a game outdoors.  

 

If you have snow: 

 

Use 4 large sticks to create a board  on an area in the snow.   
Then use colored water in spray bottles to designate your X or O 
marking.  You can also use sticks, rocks or pine cones to desig-
nate your Xs and Ox, if you don’t have spray bottles.  

 

If  you don’t have snow: 

Set up your board as above on your driveway or parking area.  
Use pinecones for Os and 2 sticks to make Xs.   You can also use 
rocks and sticks if you can’t find any pine cones.  Play tick-tack- 
toe as you would on paper. 



Activity 31 
Photo Scavenger Hunt 

Best age range:  All can participate but best for elementary  aged stu-
dents. 

 
Location:  Anywhere outside 

 
Special materials:  Digital camera or cell phone camera 

 

What to do: 

Go for a walk in your neighborhood or local park and take pictures of the 
following items as you are stretching your legs.  See who can come up with 
the most creative way to take a photo of each item. 

Animal tracks (can you tell which way they are going?) 

2 Different types of evergreen trees 

Something Red 

Berries or seeds 

Something that has a natural spiral 

Lichens on a tree or rock 

Your favorite Holiday light display 

A fossil 

An animal’s home 

An animal 

An interesting rock (what makes it interesting to your?) 

2 different kinds of trees without leaves (can you identify them?) 

Something that seems out of place. 
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